CHAPTER XII
DELAYS (CONFERENCES^ 1920)
Colonel Wilson's despatch. Delays. Congresses in Damascus. Answering
the French Ambassador. Nuri as Said. Tardy conversion. The Baghdad
Committee. Lord Curzon and Mr. Montagu. Announcements. Con-
stitutional proposals. British or Arab control. Colonel Wilson's telegram.
Announcement of return of Sir Percy Cox. French occupation of Damas-
cus. Rebellion in Mesopotamia.
LORD CURZON was in Paris all through the month
of January 1920, and it was difficult to get any
decisions taken about Mesopotamia. Sir Percy Cox
was not prepared to return to the country except as
High Commissioner and with supreme authority,
but the War Office took the view that military
administration must continue until the mandate
was settled and peace with Turkey ratified. In any
case. Sir Percy could not be expected to go straight
to Baghdad from Teheran, and must come home
first for a holiday, so that he could hardly take over
until the autumn.,
This was to me an alarming prospect, and my
alarm was deepened with the receipt in the Foreign
Office on the 23rd January of a despatch from
Colonel Wilson, dated the I5th November 1919,
forwarding a long note by Miss Gertrude Bell on
Syria in October 1919. Miss Bell ended her note
with an apt forecast of the future. " When we set
up civil administration in this country," she wrote,
" the fact that a responsible native Government
existed for a year in Syria will not be forgotten by
Mesopotamian Nationalists; and if we seek to make